282 


REVIEWS 


cased individuals are included. Throughout the work it is apparent 
that the author is constantly thinking of patients and not merely 
of disease in an abstract sense. He divides the consideration of the 
treatment of a diseased person into five parts: diagnosis, environment, 
diet, removal of the cause of the ailment, and symptomatic therapy 
this arrangement is strictly adhered to, and, on account of its 
simplicity, if for no other reason, it is believed to be valuable. 

Under diagnosis lie has emphasized particularly the value of a 
complete understanding of the patient, his habits, surrounding 
circumstances, resisting power, etc,, not being satisfied with a mere 
name for a diagnosis; and yet lie has avoided the temptation of 
including a presentation of all the possible symptoms of the various 
diseases. lie has not forgotten that many patients have to be 
treated before the diagnosis is established or when it is only a prob¬ 
ability, and warns against undue attention being given to clinical 
laboratory results. 

Under treatment proper he takes up first the environment, dis¬ 
cussing under this heading matters of isolation, nursing, exercise, 
climate, etc.,. and making the interesting observation that in 
chrome conditions, when a climate must be decided upon, it is often 
found that the best is that one in which the patient has spent his 
early life. Under the heading of diet are given concisely his per¬ 
sonal views, and it may be noted that he believes distinctly in rather 
free feeding in typhoid fever. By specific treatment he refers to 
the removal of the cause, as when the stomach is rid of a poison, 
and to specific therapy. Finally symptomatic treatment is taken 
up, and very sane views are expressed as to the value of drugs. As a 
guide to the student and young practitioner this work will be 
found most valuable. r p. G. M 


Feebleness of Growth and Congenital Dwarfism. By Murk 
Jansen, Lecturer on Orthopedic Surgery, University of Leyden, 
Holland. I 5 p. 82; 40 illustrations. London: Oxford Medical 
Publication, 1921. 

It is stated in the introductory note that this monograph is an 
attempt to work out two principles, viz.; (1) Injurious agents affect¬ 
ing growing cell-groups enfeeble their power of growth. (2) The 
measure in which growth is enfeebled is proportional to the rapidity 
of growth. 

By comparing the children of the same parents in large families 
the effects of injurious influences on feebleness of growth are studied. 
Rather convincing evidence is brought forward to support the 
author’s claims of the causation of congenital dwarfism. It is shown 
how smallness of the amnion may cause local dwarfism or local 
death of the rapidly growing parts of the embryo by direct pressure 
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or by indirect hydrostatic pressure. The result on the fetus depends 
on the relative time the pressure is exerted. Thus pressure in the 
third or fourth week of intra-uterine life causes anencephaly; in the 
fifth or sixth week, achondroplasia; in the seventh week, Mongolian 
idiocy, and so on. 

The book is well written, the illustrations are good and one’s 
-interest is held throughout. A. G. M. 


Transactions op the Association of American Physicians; 

Thirty-fifth Session, Atlantic City, N. J., May 4 and 5, 1920. 

Pp. 322; vol. xxxv. Philadelphia, 1920. 

This volume contains the papers read at the 1920 session of the 
Association of American Physicians. Most of them have appeared 
in some medical journal or other and must be stamped as an 
unusually good group of presentations. "Intrathoracic Terato¬ 
mata,” by Lambert and Knox, is a splendidly prepared article 
covering its subject very completely. “Epineplirin Hypersensitive¬ 
ness and its Relation to Hyperthyroidism ” by. Peabody ct al, is 
convincingly written on this matter concerning an endocrinopathy. 
Fussell and Wolferth report a rare ease of slow auriculoventricular 
rhythm and paroxysmal tachycardia with interruptions of the fast 
rate. Stengel, Wolferth and Jonas show the futility of using lowered 
oxygen tension breathing as a test of circulatory function. Many 
other articles are included, too numerous to mention. This volume 
of the transactions appears in its usually good style and reflects 
further credit upon the secretary of this splendid association. 

T. G. S. 


A Text-dook ok Pharmacology and Medical Treatment for 
Nurses. By J. M. Fortescue-Brickdale, M.A., M.D. (Oxon.) 
M.R.C.P. (Lond.), Capt. R.A.M.C. (T.F.), Physician to the 
Bristol Royal Infirmary and Clinical Lecturer to the University 
of Bristol, etc. Pp. 392 ; 72 illustrations and 5 colored plates. 
London: Henry Frowde, Hodder and Stoughton, 1920. 

While this text-book, with its kymographic tracings, charts 
showing urine, chloride, and nitrogen elimination curves, and dia¬ 
grams of various nerve fiber connections, immediately strikes one 
as being quite pretentious for nurses, who ordinarily have little or 
no grounding in laboratory work, yet a careful perusal of it reveals 
a presentation of the subject that is simple and sufficiently element¬ 
ary. The first section is devoted to the known facts in regard to 
the action of various drugs on the animal body, the drugs not being 




